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A local Korean all-female high school marching band show their skills in the KATUSA Friendship Week closing ceremony April 28.

For more KATUSA/U.S. Soldier Friendship Week coverage, see pages 8-13

Soldiers improve fighting skills

Sgt. Sarah Scully
8th MP Brigade

Training at night and
during the day, dozens of
MPs stationed throughout
the peninsula honed their
fighting skills April 20-
21 at Rodriguez Range.

Dressed in full battle

rattle, Soldiers from 2nd
Platoon, 142nd MP Com-
pany slipped night vision
goggles over their eyes
and attacked targets dur-
ing a night live-fire exer-
cise April 20.

Rolling up two lanes,
the teams packed into

four Humvees and prac-
ticed bounding over-
watch, where two Hum-
vees move up one lane
while the other Soldiers
across the Warrior Valley
provide cover.

Using thermal sensing,
the MPs looked through

their weapons’ night vi-
sion laser scopes and
brought down both sta-
tionary and moving tar-
gets.

The MPs only get one
or two chances a year to

See TRAINING, page 3



Page 2 - The Watchdog - May 1, 2006

COMMENTARY

Volume 04 - Issue 07

Find the Truth

& m ]/“ D
BRIGADE

Patterson: NCOs must hold the standard

The Commander’s Corner is a

feature dedicated to providing
information to the 8th MP Bri-
gade community. This issue, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Norwood Patter-
son, 94th MP Battalion command
sergeant major, gives advice on
being a successful leader.

Col. Falkner Heard llI
Commander
8th MP Brigade

I would like to give the
NCOs of the 8" MP Bri-
gade something to think
about.

First, and most impor-
tantly, we are Soldiers as
well as leaders.

You have an individual
responsibility to accom-
plish all assigned tasks to
the best of your ability.

You must seize every
opportunity for individual
growth and improvement.

Assuming responsibility
for the lives, health and
welfare of your Soldiers
IS an awesome task.

In today’s fast moving,

high-tech Army, it is
sometimes extremely dif-
ficult to balance the day-
to-day pressure of which
comes first, “the mission
or the Soldiers.”

There will be
when we will
have to draw
on our experi-
ences, our
moral  stan-
dards and cour-
age to make
decisions.

In some cases,
the  mission
will receive the
priority  and
may not be a popular de-
cision.

In other situations, the
welfare of the Soldiers
will command top prior-
ity. Many times, you will
make the right decisions,
but other times you may
be mistaken.

times

Command Sgt. Maj.
Norwood Patterson

Either way, you must
make the decision and
live with it.

This is all part of the
training process. You
must be willing to make a
decision based on the
best informa-
tion available
at that time.

The assump-
tion of respon-
| sibility and
thoughts  of
failure should
not be feared.

When respon-
sibilities  are
given to you,
embrace them as learning
opportunities.

Do not pawn them off,
and if you fail, do not
make excuses, for it is
through success and fail-
ure that you will grow as
a leader. You must be the
role models. You must

never compromise your
integrity, your words or
your deeds.

It is important that pro-
fessional and personal
ethics be of the highest
caliber in all that you do.

I challenge you to be the
professional Soldier, to
be loyal to the ideas of
this nation, to selfless
service, and above all, to

your family.
The true professional
understands that the

Army exists to serve and
defend the nation. A true
professional will always
do his or her best to de-
fend American ideas.

Remember, that leader-
ship of excellence starts
here with you, the NCO
corps.

Command Sgt. Maj.
Norwood Patterson
Command Sergeant Major
94th MP Battalion

Commander..........ccoeevueeennnn.
Public Affairs Advisor.............
Public Affairs Officer..............
Editor..........cooovviiiiiiiiii,
Assistant Editor.......................
Photojournalist........................
Graphic Design.......................

Sgt. Carlos Norat, Spc. Jason Merrell

Col. Falkner Heard Il
Command Sgt. Maj. Freddie Brock
Maj. Jason Smith
Sgt. Sarah Scully
Sgt. Jung Jung-woo
Pfc. Tyechia Price

Contents of The Watchdog are not To
necessarily official views of or en-
dorsed by the U.S. Government, De-
partment of Defense, Department of
the Army or 8th MP Brigade.

The Watchdog, with a circulation of
1,800, is an authorized, unofficial e-
mail newsletter published every other
week by the brigade Public Affairs
Office, Building 4763, ATTN: S5/PAO,
HHC 8th MP Bde., Unit 15306, APO

AP 96205.

the brigade PAO.

All editorial content of The Watchdog
is prepared, edited and provided by

suggest  story
ideas or submit copy
for The Watchdog, call
the Public Affairs Office
at DSN 736-3105 or
come to the PAO office
in Building 4763, Yong-
san.

Stories and photos
may also be e-mailed
to the Watchdog editor,
sarah.scully@korea.
army.mil.
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SGT. SARAH SCULLY

Soldiers from 3rd Platoon, 557th MP Company advance on targets after being ambushed by an IED during a live-fire exercise at Warrior Valley at
Rodriguez Range April 21. The MPs practiced the maneuvers during a dry run followed by live-fire training.

From TRAINING, page 1

practice using their night vision
gear.

By gaining expertise with the
equipment, the Soldiers can im-
prove squad and platoon teamwork
in a different environment so any
MP teams know how to work to-
gether.

“We’re all trained in the same
level so we all know what to do,”
said Capt. Aaron Poulin, 142nd
MP Co. commander.

The night training also helped
give Soldiers a more realistic train-
ing experience and a variation on
the usual day fire exercises.

“They have to be ready to fight
during the day or night,” said
Poulin. “It’s real-world training; it

SGT. SARAH SCULLY

Capt. Joel Thurber, assistant S3, monitors
the digital thermal imaging system during a
night live-fire exercise April 20.

gets them ready for whatever will
happen.”

Getting ready for day-time mis-
sions, MPs from 3rd Platoon,
557th MP Company practiced re-
acting to an IED, dismounting ve-
hicles, assaulting an objective, as-

sessing damages and sending up
reports during training April 21.

Soldiers dismounted their Hum-
vees and shot back at assailants
while taking cover behind berms
before tactically moving toward
and beyond the targets.

“This helps our Soldiers get
somewhat of a real-world experi-
ence when they’re out there faced
with combat,” said Sgt. George
Dominguez, 1st squad leader.

Dominguez, who has recently
served in lraq, said the training
will help Soldiers learn how to
handle situations, as well as give
them the experience and confi-
dence to ride in a vehicle while
firing their weapons.
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Lt. Gen. David P. Valcourt, 8th U.S. Army commander, shakes hands with guests as his wife, Diane and Col. Falkner Heard Ill, 8th MP Brigade

commander, look on at the annual Law Enforcement Conference reception April 19 at the Dragon Hill Lodge.

Officials discuss law enforcement issues

Pfc. Tyechia Price
Sth MP Brigade

Korean and U.S. mili-
tary and civilian law en-
forcement members met
April 19 at the Dragon
Hill Lodge to discuss and
review current law issues
during the Law Enforce-
ment Conference held
April 19-21.

Hosted by Col. Falkner
Heard 111, 8" MP Brigade
commander, Combined
Forces Command, USFK
and 8th United States

Army Provost Marshal,
the reception is the first
part of the annual confer-
ence held in Yongsan.
Heard welcomed

crowd in his
opening speech

the

contributions.

Valcourt, Heard and the
recipients traditionally
cut a cake with a sword
before the guest dined on
the double-
layered cake.

On April 20,
officials  dis-
cussed areas of
concern, such as

o

j\..,

before  guest
speaker, Lt &
Gen. David P. 8=
Valcourt, 8th Bn
U.S. Army
commander, presented

commemorative gifts to
various Korean law en-
forcement personnel for
their many important

Human  Traf-
ficking and Prostitution
and investigative branch
overviews. With 8" MP
Bde. moving to Hawaii in
the upcoming year, work-

ing groups discussed how
to continue the law en-
forcement commitment
on peninsula.

“In law enforcement,
we share intelligence,
information to ensure
proper execution. By
working closely, we’re
able to do the mission,”
said Heard.

The comradeship gained
at the conference will al-
low both Korean and
U.S. personnel to im-
prove law enforcement in
Korea.
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Detachment welcomes new first sergeant

Pfc. Tyechia Price
6th MP Brigade

Soldiers and guests of |
the 249th MP Detach- |
ment welcomed incoming
1st Sgt. Mark R. Lamothe &=
April 18 at a change of
responsibility ceremony
at Camp Humphreys as
they bid farewell to out-
going 1st Sgt. Michael T.
Robichaux.

Lamothe spoke of his
confidence of the 249th
MP Det. in his speech.

“This is my third tour

PFC. TYECHIA PRICE

Soldiers of the 249th MP Detachment stand in formation as they prepare to welcome incoming 1st. Sgt.
Mark R. Lamothe during a change of responsibility ceremony at Camp Humphreys.

with the 249th MP De-
tachment, and | am proud
to be given the opportu-
nity to serve as the first
sergeant,” said Lamothe.
Lamothe’s previous

leadership positions in-
clude guard commander,
operations NCO, assis-
tant battalion S3 NCO in
charge, chief of the Pris-
oner Services Branch,

Internment Facility ser-
geant major and first ser-
geant.

Lamothe comes from
Corrections  Company
Fort Knox, Ky., as Ro-

bichaux heads to 705th
MP Battalion Fort
Leavenworth, Kan.

He received the Merito-
rious Service Medal at
the ceremony.
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SGT. SARAH SCULLY

Dressed in traditional costumes, Soldiers and KATUSAs bang on Korean drums during the talent show at Balboni Theater April 25.

Talented Soldiers take

Sgt. Sarah Scully
§th MP Brigade

Defeating last year’s champions,
the 8" MP Brigade’s troupe of
drumming KATUSASs and Soldiers
took top honors as the most tal-
ented performers at the KATUSA
and U.S. Soldier Friendship Week
talent show April 25.

The band of 13 KATUSAs and
four Soldiers practiced for weeks
before the show — including a
special performance at the 8th MP
Bde.’s barbecue April 24 celebrat-
ing the opening of Friendship
Week.

They received the first place tro-
phy from Area Il commanders,
winning a surprise triumph over
501st Military Intelligence Bri-

SGT. SARAH SCULLY

Pvt. Han Ki-nam, 14th MP Detachment,
dances while playing an instrument as drum-
mers play in the background.

gade, the previously undefeated
champions.

“I'm happy we won,” said Sgt.
Eric Thon, HHC, 8" MP Bde. “I
was not the best drummer, but I

first place

was glad to learn.

“It was a new experience partici-
pating in a traditional Korean band
and wearing the traditional Korean
costumes.”

In addition to drummers, several
KATUSASs also danced while hit-
ting a tambourine-like instrument.

Audience members clapped along
with the drumming beat while
watching the KATUSAs dance
along the aisle at Balboni Theater.

With military precision, the
drummers exited the stage to loud
applause from the roughly 400-
member audience.

The judges, sergeants major from
units in Yongsan, used several cri-
teria to decide the winner, includ-
ing the most applauded and cele-
brated act.
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MPs fight for championship
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SGT. JUNG JUNG-WOO

A 8th MP Brigade Soldier dodges opposing team members as he carries the football down the field near Collier Field House April 27.

B Defending champions struggle against

Yongsan units in annual competition

Pfc. Tyechia Price
8th MP Brigade

MPs wrestled, tugged and fought
for bragging rights as winners of
this year’s KATUSA Friendship
Week held in Yongsan April 24-
28.

Starting out the festivities as win-
ners of the talent show, the brigade

gradually lost as defending cham-
pions to different units in softball,
soccer, flag football, basketball,
Korean wrestling and tug of war.

Brigade Soldiers won early on
but lost in later rounds.

In the first sporting event, cheers
and chants from the crowd encour-
aged the brigade softball team as
they rolled to a blow-out win

against U.S. Army Troop Com-
mand-Korea.

Despite a second round lost April
27 to 1st Signal Brigade, Col.
Falkner Heard IIl, 8th MP Bde.
commander, spoke of the more
important part of the week’s fes-
tivities.

“The best thing is the great
friendship between different units
and the bonding between

See FRIENDSHIP, page 11
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From FRIENDSHIP, page 10

Thirty  Soldiers
and KATUSAs
pull on a rope
during the tug
of war contest
held April 28 as
part of KATUSA
Friendship
Week held April
24-28. Despite a
contested turn,
the MPs still lost
the event to 1st
Signal Brigade.

OOM-ONN( ONNC "19S

KATUSA and U.S. Sol-
diers,” said Heard.

Basketball and football
played strong in the first
rounds of games, but
losses in the second
rounds knocked both
teams out of contention.

“Motivation was high
the first basketball game.
We had a lot of team-
work and passing,” said
Cpl. Orman Talbert, 8th
MP Bde.

“They played hard, but
competition stepped up in
the second game. It was
intense, but everyone
played well,” said Spc.
Katrina Robinson, 8th
MP Bde. who watched
the football game.

In the afternoon, the bri-
gade soccer team dis-
played their on field
abilities, though they lost
4-2 against 2-2 Aviation
Brigade.

Sgt. Baek Joo-suk, 8th MP Brigade, gets the runner out at the soft-

ball game during the annual KATUSA Friendship Week.

“It didn’t go the way we team and showed a lot of
but we skill,” said Pfc. Kimberly

all wanted it,
worked together

as a Lagge, 8th MP Bde.

. TYECHIA PRICE

Other Soldiers agree
that playing with their
team was a highlight of
the game.

In traditional Korean
wrestling, called ssi-rum,
participants use their op-
ponent’s cloth belt which
is wrapped around the
waist, to wrestle them to
the ground in a sand pit.

Tied going into the final
round, 8th MP Bde. and
1st Sig Bde. spectators
cheered their wrestlers, as
1st Sig. Bde. came away
with the win.

A traditional Korean
marching band from a
local high school enter-
tained the crowd at the
closing ceremony before
the winners received
medals and trophies.

“This event brings out
the best in everyone and
we did the best we could
do,” said Heard.
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Quotes irom the Doghouse

What did we do well during
KATUSA Friendship Week?

“We had good motivation
during practices and good
guidance from coaches.”

Spc. Jason Baumgardner
HHC, 8th MP Brigade

“l was very happy because
I played a lot, and
KATUSA and U.S. Soldiers
got closer.”

Sgt. Baek Joo-suk
HHC, 8th MP Brigade

“Coming together as a
whole.”

Sgt. Nicholas Martinez
HHC, 94th MP Battalion

MP named best
KATUSA In Area III

COURTESY PHOTO

Maj. Lee Jin-ho, Area Ill ROK staff office, presents best
KATUSA award to Sgt. Jang Jun-ho, 557th MP Company,
April 13 at the Area lll Senior ROK Staff Office.

Jang wins top honor in competition

An MP KATUSA  He qualified on the
won first place at the M16, M9, M249 and
best KATUSA compe- MK19 as an expert,
tition among and is an Army Physi-
KATUSAs serving in cal Fitness Training
Area lll. master.

Sgt. Jang Jun-ho, Named KATUSA of
557th MP Company, the Month and Quarter
showed his excellence  many times, Jang also
at the competition and went to the division-
became the best level board.
KATUSA April 13 at He also received
the Area Il Senior three Army Achieve-
ROK Staff Office. ment Medals.

“The talent show was very
good. It was a special per-
formance.”

Pvt. Nam Seung-wan
Joint Police Information Center

Force Protection
Iniormation

To call the United States Forces Korea Civil Gathering
Hotline, dial 115 when on post.

If in Seoul, dial 02-7914-3004 for Yongsan’s military po-
lice.

Reminder: All USFK personnel and their family mem-
bers are required to carry a SOFA card at all times. Be
safe and use the buddy system.
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New Soldiers

728th MP Battalion

Sgt. Marcus Hunter, 92A
Capt. James Stamper, 31Z
Pvt. Christina Alvarez, 31B

94th MP Battalion

Pfc. Eric Freda, 31B
Pvt. Tyler Guerin, 31B
Pvt. Michael Grow, 31B
2nd Lt. Chad Ashe, 31A
Pvt. Domenica Cox, 31B
Pfc. Emanuel Glenn, 44C
Pfc. Raymond Gandy, 27D
Pfc. Bradford Peacock, 31B
Spc. Rosario Echevarria, 31B
Pvt. Steven Vanderveen, 31B

BRIGADE

B For more information, contact the
1st Replacement Company at Yongsan.

Upcoming Events

Buddha children’s birthday...............
Parent’s Day........c.cccovviiiieniiien e,
142nd MP Co. EXEVAL............... May 8-14
Courageous Channel ............cc........ May 18-21




